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CALIFORNIA.-The bill which was introduced at the last session of the

legislature for the establishment of a psychopathic hospital in San Fran-
cisco, of which mention was made in the April Half-Yearly Summary,

failed to pass. The other bill, appropriating $250,000 for the establishment

of a second colony for the care of the feeble-minded, to be located in
Southern California, did pass. This is to be known as the Pacific Colony.

-Agnews State Hospital, Agnews.-The last legislature granted an ap-

propriation of $3o,ooo for the erection and equipment of a cottage for
women patients, also $45,00o for a cottage for men patients who are grouped
as workers.

-Southern California State Hospital, Patton.-The last legislature made
an appropriation of $6o,ooo for building purposes, of which $45,000 was for
a cottage for disturbed patients, and $i�,ooo for a Nurses’ Home and an
industrial building.

-Stockton State Hospital, Stockton.-It is expected to begin the con-

struction of a cottage for disturbed patients to cost $45,000, and of a tuber-
cular pavilion to cost $,o,000 in the near future, the legislature of 1917

having appropriated these amounts. An appropriation of $6o,ooo was
also made for the purchase of over 400 acres of land for farming purposes.

-Napa State Hospital, Napa.-An appropriation of $58,ooo was granted

by the last legislature for the construction and equipment of two cottages

at this hospital.

-Norwalk State Hospital, Norwalk.-This hospital is the newest of the

state hospitals, is located about 20 miles southeast of Los Angeles, and has
been in operation in a small way for about two years. There are at present
only four fireproof buildings and two small bungalows, and the total popu-
lation is but 260.

The recent legislature made a number of appropriations for new build-
ings: $135,ooo for the construction of three cottages for patients, $�o,ooo
for the construction of an administration building, and $io,ooo for the
construction and furnishing of a Superintendent’s residence. The cottages
will be of fireproof construction, one being for female patients with a
capacity for 100 beds, a smaller one for the reception of female patients
with a capacity of 70, and the third a receiving cottage for men patients to

accomodate 70. These last two will be equipped with hydrotherapy, oper-

ating rooms, etc.
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A pathologist has been added to the medical staff and a nucleus has been

formed for what is hoped will be a good, high-class laboratory.

Coi.ort�&rio.-Colorado State Insane Asylum, Pueblo.-By an act of the
legislature the name of this institution has been changed to the Colorado

State Hospital.

CONNECTICUT.-A bill was passed by the last legislature to consolidate the

Connecticut Colony for Epileptics, at Mansfield Depot, and the Connecticut
Training School for Feeble-Minded, at Mansfield, into one institution to be

called the Mansfield State Hospital. During the last session of the legisla-

ture the Connecticut statutes concerning the commitment of the insane were
radically amended, although the desired object of complete state care was
not obtained, owing to the expense involved, and the uncertainties as to

the drafts to be made upon the state treasury during the war. However,

the new law provides that the state comptroller shall collect all moneys due
for the maintenance of patients in state hospitals from whatever source

obtained. The comptroller will then pay the hospital a lump sum each
month, covering all expenses incurred. The new law also provides that all

orders of commitments shall be upon a uniform blank prescribed by the
attorney-general. Provision is made for state hospitals, as well as other
hospitals for the insane, to send properly trained attendants and nurses to
bring committed patients to the hospital. The period of 48 hours, for

which emergency commitments have heretofore been valid, has been ex-

tended to 10 days, while in the case of voluntary admissions, the patient
must now give 10 days’ notice, instead of 48 hours’, when desiring to leave

the hospital. The new law also provides for greater flexibility in the

transfer of patients from one state institution to another.

-Connecticut Hospital for the Insane, Middletown.-The third floor, or
attic, of the Brooks Farm House has been altered to form a dormitory,
which will house i6 additional patients, thus rendering the Brooks Farm
the largest of the three farm colonies of the hospital. Other improvements
at the Brooks House include a new fire escape, the piping of spring water
to the house, the situation of the spring allowing gravity feed, while a small

septic tank is about to be constructed to care for the sewage.
Extensive repairs have been made upon the hospital coal dock, including

the construction of concrete piers extending above high water mark, and
concrete foundations for both coal tramway and freight tramway.

Two food elevators are now in process of installation, extending from

the main kitchen to the congregate dining room. Over $I7,00o has been

expended for new equipment for the main kitchen and laundry, replacing
old and worn-out equipment which required an excessive amount of steam
to operate.

Four verandas on North Wing, Main Building, have been enclosed with
glass, forming satisfactory sun-parlors, and adding needed day room space.
Heat has been installed therein, so their use may be continued during the

cold weather.
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Burr Cottage No. 2 has undergone extensive alterations, and is now used
as a residence for the Assistant Superintendent.

Two continuous baths have been installed on the women’s reception

service.
Eighteen acres of woodland, bordering reservoir No. 2, were purchased

for the purpose of protecting the water supply.
A chicken plant has been established at the Silver Mine Farm Colony,

and the hospital now possesses over 2000 chickens. Although the high
price of food renders the poultry industry less profitable than in normal
times, the new project has constantly shown a fair margin of profit.

Over 300 acres of land have been under cultivation the past summer,

this being approximately 20 acres more than ever before. Nearly 10 tons
of hay were produced from a portion of the lawns upon which the grass
was allowed to grow.

A number of the occupational classes have been engaged in Red Cross

work, such work serving to induce a certain number of patients to occupy
themselves, who before had refused to join the classes. On the initiative
of the Training School for Nurses, the officers and employees of the hos-
pital raised over $aoo for the Red Cross.

An exercise ground adjoining the ball field was prepared for the physical

culture class, and apparatus provided for basket ball, croquet, etc.
By giving a certain number of patients special training for dining-room

work, and utilizing their services, it has been possible to reduce the number
of employees in the congregate dining room from � to 10.

A new class in habit training has been formed in the South Hospital, it

being composed exclusively of disturbed and untidy patients, 14 of whom

were formerly in constant seclusion for periods ranging from one to ten
years. By means of hydrotherapy and intensive personal attention, seclu-
sion has been abolished, the condition of the patients has been greatly im-
proved, and they are now all more or less industrious.

h.uNoIs.-The last legislature enacted a Civil Administrative Code which

divides the civil administration of the state government into nine depart-
ments, viz.: Department of Finance, Department of Agriculture, Depart-
ment of Labor, Department of Mines and Minerals, Department of Public

Works and Buildings, Department of Trade and Commerce, Department

of Registration and Education, Department of Public Health, and Depart-

ment of Public Welfare. The last is charged with the administration of the

state hospitals, prisons, etc., and has the following officers: Director, As-

sistant Director, Alienist, Criminologist, Fiscal Supervisor, Superintendent
of Charities, Superintendent of Prisons, and Superintendent of Pardons
and Paroles.

Dr. William J. Hickson, in a report made of the result of examining
mentally those individuals who have been brought repeatedly before the

court of domestic relations, juvenile, morals, and other courts, states that
practically all of these are feeble-minded or cases of dementia praecox.
He suggests that a state colony be established for the care of such cases,
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and that they be scattered in groups under proper restrictions and super-

vision to build roads or work on other state improvements.
The sixth annual meeting of Alienists and Neurologists of America was

held in the Hotel La Salle, Chicago, July 10-12, 1917, when a number of
interesting papers were read by physicians and social workers from all

parts of the United States. The majority of these have been collected and
published by the secretary, Dr. Bayard Holmes, and make a very interesting

volume. Dr. George A. Zeller, Superintendent of Alton State Hospital,

was the presiding officer.

-Chicago State Hospital, Dunning.-Four cases of suspected typhoid

fever were reported at this hospital on July i6, 1917, so that an investigation
was begun.

-Watertown State Hospital, Watertown.-A clinic on nervous and
mental diseases was held at this hospital, August 23, 1917, under the auspices

of the, Iowa and Illinois Central District Medical Society.

INDIANA.-A bill authorizing the voluntary admission of patients to the
state hospital which was introduced at the last legislature failed to pass.

A purchasing committee composed of a member of the board of trustees

of each state institution has been formed to arrange for the joint purchase

of supplies for state institutions when such seems expedient.

-Eastern Indiana Hospital for the Insane, Richmond-The last legisla-
ture made an appropriation of $33,000 for the erection of a new cottage for
women patients, and of $25,ooo for colony extension.

-Indiana Village for Epileptics, New Castle.-An appropriation of
$2oo,ooo was made by the last legislature for the construction of new

buildings. There are planned two cottages for male patients to accommo-
date �, four cottages to accommodate 35 females, and two cottages to
accommodate 20 females.

-School for Feeble-Minded Youth, Fort Wayne.-An appropriation of
$12,700 was made by the last legislature for a colony farm, heating plant,
and equipment at this institution.

IowA.-The last legislature passed a bill establishing the Iowa Child

Welfare Research Station and appropriated $25,ooo annually for its ex-

penses. This is to be connected with the state university and will investigate

the best scientific methods of conserving and developing the normal child,

disseminating information acquired, and training students in such work.
A bill was introduced by Representative Klinker at the last session of the

legislature appropriating $i5o,ooo for the establishment of a psychopathic
hospital at Iowa City, but it failed of passage.
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-Clarinda State Hospital, Clarinda.-An appropriation of $4o,ooo was
made by the last legislature for the erection and equipment of a hospital

for tuberculous patients.

-Independence State Hospital, Independence.-A pavilion for the care

of tuberculous patients is made possible by an appropriation of $4o,ooo
made by the legislature of 1917.

-State Hospital for Epileptics, Woodward.-This institution has been

completed and was opened for the reception of patients on September 3,
1917. There are zo pavilions giving accommodation, including the staff,
for iso.

KANSAS.-A new Board of Administration has been created consisting of
three members. This will have charge of all charitable, correctional, and

educational institutions under state control. An executive officer is to be

appointed.

-Lamed State Hospital, Larned.-T his institution which was created by

the legislature of 1913 is still in the process of construction. The last
legislature made an appropriation of $35,000 for the construction and

equipment of an additional cottage, $7ooo to construct and equip a kitchen,

and $�ooo for a residence for the superintendent.

-East Louisiana Hospital for the Insane, Jackson.-The suit brought
by Dr. Clarence Pierson, Superintendent of this hospital, against the New

Orleans Times-Picayune for $ioo,ooo damages on account of the publication
of articles defamatory to him and his conduct of the institution, has been

concluded. On July i6, 1917, Dr. Pierson was awarded a verdict of $7500

and court costs by the Civil District Court of New Orleans.

MARYLAND.-At a meeting of the Maryland Psychiatric Society held May
10, 1917, a committee was appointed to cooperate with the state and military

authorities in preparedness measures. Every member of the society present

volunteered to act as a consultant should his services be desired by the
military surgeons. It was also decided to advise that the state offer the

incomplete building at Spring Grove State Hospital for a military psy-

chiatric hospital and to request the legislature at its coming special session
to pass an appropriation to complete the building. It was also decided to
ask for an appropriation to erect a convalescent hospital on the grounds

of Springfield State Hospital at Sykesville.

-Springfield State Hospital, Sykesville.-The packing house which was
erected last year was enlarged so as to permit of canning a larger quantity

of the farm products than ever before. Forty-five women patients were
detailed to assist in this work.
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-Sheppard and Enoch Pratt Hospital, Towson.-A pergola is being
erected in the formal garden west of the Recreation Building. The founda-
tions, pillars, and capitals are of white concrete, and are being made under

the direction of a convalescent patient assisted by a laborer. Already it

can be seen that the beauty of the grounds will be much enhanced.
Both men and women patients have been actively engaged in Red Cross

work and a chapter has been organized. About one hundred comfort kits
were made and about a dozen coverlets, besides a large number of small
scrap books and other articles. At present the chapter is knitting sweaters,
helmets and other things which have been especially requested by the Red

Cross.
An exhibit was recently held of woven coverlets which brought forth

some very interesting and beautiful specimens. The Allanstand Cottage
Industries of Asheville, N. C., very kindly loaned a most interesting ex-
hibit of patterns.

MAsSAcHuSsrrs.-Danvers State Hospital, Hathorne.-A new home for
attendants and married couples has been completed and will be occupied
soon. It is connected with the main building by a tunnel which was built

wholly by patients, assisted and directed by attendants and regular
employees.

The new storehouse and service building which is adjacent to the railroad
track will be in use this winter, will save the rehandling of supplies, and

will release a number of small rooms which can be used for other purposes.

The storehouse is of first-class construction.

-Gardner State Colony, East Gardner.-A new building for 10 disturbed
women will be opened October i. A new farm cottage for 15 men will be
opened October 15.

Two internes, fourth-year students of the Tufts Medical School, were
employed here during the summer months.

Owing to the scarcity of farm help there have been sent out, in two in-
stances, men patients to assist the farmers in harvesting their vegetables.
For this work the patients received pay which is deposited at the office for
them to spend as they desire. This encourages the patients and assists the
farmers.

The third annual cattle show and fair of the Colony was held September
19 and 20. September 19 was for patients only, September 20 for the public.
There are several reasons for holding this annual fair. The first day for

patients gives a day at the end of the farming season when the products of
the farm, industrial rooms, etc., are brought together for display and the
day given over to a real good time in the shape of a county fair. Previous

to holding the fair, 4th of July and Christmas were the two big days of the

year, but now the annual fair day holds first place. Flying horses were

provided and as can be imagined were crowded all day. The public day is
of special value in linking up the hospital with the community and making
the people in this community take a special interest in the hospital. The
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public, whether with or without reason, gain the impression that they are
not wanted at hospitals as visitors, or, because of the nature of the hospitals,

do not care to visit. It is therefore up to the hospital to bring about interest
in the community. There is no way that this can be done better than
offering something at the institution which will bring people there where

they may see what is going on, which is certain to lead to the interest desired.
The carrying through to a successful conclusion of a fair such as we have
held, means that every one of the 150 employees serving on committees has
to work very hard indeed, but this work results in team work and a far

better feeling among the employees. It would be an excellent thing for
this, if for no other, reason. This annual fair is a stimulus and stimulates

the interest of the community as nothing else has done that has been tried.
The proceeds of the public day, at which admission is charged and articles
placed on sale, are used for entertainment for the following winter. Last

winter, from the proceeds of the second annual fair, some excellent enter-

tainments were held, which, otherwise, with the maintenance appropriation,

could not have been enjoyed. The program of the second or public day
follows:

10.00 A. M. Ball Game. Fitchburg Team vs. Gardner State Colony
Team.

9.00 to 12.00 A. M. Special Features and Midway Attractions.
1.30 P. M. Concert by Colony Orchestra.

2.00 P. M. Parade of Decorated Floats led by Drum Corps and

Marshals, forming at Fairview Cottage.
2.00 to 5.oo P. M. Special Features and Midway Attractions.
2.30 P. M. Entertainment by Lotus Male Quartet of Boston.
3.00 to 5.00 P. M. Dancing in Pavilion at Beech Grove.

3.30 P. M. Ploughing Matches, Contests between draft horses, oxen,
etc., in field in front of Belcher Cottage.

3.30 P. M. Address by his Excellency the Honorable Samuel McCall,
Governor of Massachusetts.

-Graf ton State Hospital, Graf ton and Worcester.-Grafton Department.

-As stated under the Worcester Department, the administrative force has
been transferred from that department to the Grafton Department, and at

present is located in the administration building. All of the buildings at this
department that have been under the process of construction for the past

two years or more, have been opened, furnished, and occupied.

A new and permanent road and cinder walks, as well as a lawn, have
been constructed in front of the administration building; also concrete

curbing has been installed bordering the lawn and sidewalks leading from
the highway to the administration building.

The hose room has been opened in the employees’ quarters as head-

quarters for the fire department at Graf ton, and is equipped with a hose
wagon, fire apparatus, chemical engine, fire extinguishers, and all other fire

apparatus available for the protection of the buildings of the various groups.
A permanent fire department has been organized and drills are held at
least once a month.
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As the Grafton Department is so far removed from the city it has been

found necessary to furnish employees at this place with some facilities for
recreation and amusement during the hours not on duty. With this object
in view, the basement of the Male Nurses’ Home has been used for quarters
for the Employees’ Club of the Grafton State Hospital, which was organized
a few months ago. One room is occupied as a pool room, and a store has
been opened by the club, which will supply the members and other em-
ployees with tobacco, candy, and other articles which will add greatly to

their comfort and convenience. The club is supported entirely by contribu-
tions of the employees and will be maintained by them.

A steam line connecting the Elms Group with the main power plant has

been installed and is in operation. The two boilers that furnished heat for
the Elms Group have been transferred to the main heating plant and are
about to be connected. A new concrete chimney, 150 feet high and 7 feet
wide, has been completed and the heating plant generally remodelled.

As stated under the Worcester Department, the steward’s department

was transferred to Grafton, and at present occupies the store house building.
All of the supplies for the institution are now issued from this new

storehouse.
The machinery in the carpenter shop at Summer Street has been removed

to the new shop building at Grafton, and at present all the new work from
this department is being turned out from the new carpenter shop.

The old blacksmith shop has been abandoned and the blacksmith is now
installed in a new room in the basement of the carpenter shop building.

The building known as Pines A building has been remodelled for an
infirmary ward, part of the upper floor of which is used for the female

tubercular patients. The male tubercular patients are being kept on the
upper floor of the building known as Elms D, the lower floor of which is
occupied by general infirmary patients.

The bakery has been changed and at present occupies the part of the
power house formerly used as a carpenter shop, and at this department all
the baking is done for the institution.

The Willows farmhouse is now being rebuilt and remodelled.

There has been installed an operating room on the upper floor of Pines
B building, in which all of the major and minor surgical work is being
done for this department.

In addition to the above changes and improvements, many of the buildings

have been repaired and repainted, and there has been a general improvement
about the grounds, such as building walks and terraces which add greatly
to the appearance of the institution, as well as comfort and convenience to
both employees and patients.

-Worcester Department.-Several of the wards in the building at Sum-
mer Street, Worcester, have been painted and generally repaired. A
number of the spray rooms have been renovated and repainted. The chapel
has been redecorated and repainted. Linoleum has been laid upon most of
the wards. The building occupied heretofore by the carpenter shop has
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been renovated and remodelled and repainted ; the upper floor has been

made over to take care of some of the industrial work which heretofore had

been carried on in the day rooms of the male wards, such as the weaving
and tailoring departments. It is the intention, in the near future, to re-
model the lower floor of this building for a mortuary and a room for
doing autopsies and rooms for other general laboratory work.

The greenhouse has been repaired to a certain extent, and repainted.
There has been installed one new heater and another is in the process of
installation.

The refrigerators adjoining the kitchen have been furnished with a
cement roof. The refrigerators, heretofore, have been leaking badly, but
at the present time are perfectly dry. The walls, flooring, and ceiling of the
refrigerators themselves have been torn out, and new insulation installed

which puts them in first-class condition.
The bakery, which up to a few months ago had been doing the baking for

this department as well as the Grafton Department, has been transferred
to the Grafton Department, where all the baking is done for the institution.

The old-clothes rooms, which were located on several of the wards, have
been torn out, and by doing so has added to the space of the day rooms.
This change also gives the wards a very pleasant appearance.

The laundry at the Summer Street Department which, heretofore, has
been quite unsatisfactory, has been furnished with a new machinery outfit.
A metal ceiling has been installed in the wash room. It has been repainted

and is in every way very satisfactory.

Up to within a few months it has been necessary for a number of the
patients to sleep on the corridors on mattresses. To prevent this, the excess
of patients above the normal capacity has been transferred to the Graf ton

Department, and no patients sleep upon mattresses unless it is necessary

for medical or surgical reasons.
An operating room has been installed on Ward 8, which was very

necessary in doing properly the treatment for general paresis and brain

syphilis. At the present time there is being done, in addition to the usual
intravenous and intraspinous treatment, treatment of cases by the intra-

ventricular method.
The front entrance to the institution has been repainted, also the general

offices at this department.

The administrative and steward’s departments have been transferred
from the Worcester Department to Grafton, this being quite essential, as

more than two-thirds of the patients are at present located at the Grafton

Department.

MINNEsoTA.-Hos�ital Farm for Inebriates, Willmar.-Sixty chronic in-

sane patients were transferred to this hospital, August i, 1917, from several

of the state hospitals for the insane. They are living in two cottages re-
cently erected for them.

MIsSISsIPPI.-East Mississippi Insane Hospital, Meridian.-Two Heine

water tube boilers have been added to the heating plant. The boiler room
has been enlarged and an electrically driven fire pump has been installed.
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Nr.nRASKA.-Hospital for the Insane, Lincoln.-A special appropriation

of $143,ooo has been made for new construction and other improvements

at this hospital.

-Norfolk State Hospital, Norfolk.-The last legislature made an ap-
propriation of $117,000 for new buildings and other improvements, and

$ia,ooo for the purchase of farm lands.

-Nebraska State Hospital, Ingleside.-A number of improvements will

be made with the special appropriation of $25,000 which was made by the

last legislature.

-Institution for Feeble-Minded Youth, Beatrice.-An appropriation of

$63,ooo was made by the 1917 legislature for the construction of a new

cottage for girls, an addition to the hospital building, and the construction

of a new well and improvements in the equipment of the power house.

NEW HAMPSHIRE.-By a reorganization of the Board of Control it will
consist of five instead of ten members as heretofore. The governor is also
made an ex-officio member.

A bill has been passed authorizing the sterilization of an individual by

any surgeon, provided the subject, his parents or his guardian give consent.
Recent legislation permits the voluntary admission of mental cases to the

state hospital.

NEW JERSEY.-By recent act of legislation there will hereafter be two
women members of the boards of managers of the state hospitals in

addition to the present members.
Two legislative inquiries are to be made. The one to investigate condi-

tions in the state charitable institutions and to suggest improvements in

the present plan. The object is to ascertain if a central board of control
is desirable. The second inquiry provides for an examination and classi-

fication of all prisoners now confined in the State Prison at Trenton. For

this purpose $�ooo has been appropriated.

-New Jersey State Hospital at Morris Plains.-The nursing corps and

other branches of the hospital service have been seriously reduced by

drafts and enlistments.
The Board of Managers has been increased from eight to ten members

by the appointment of Mrs. Agnes Cromwell of Mendham and Mrs. Eliza-

beth H. A. Harris of Glen Ridge.
Two annexes have been added to the Dormitory Building, each accommo-

dating 70 patients and the nursing complement, for men and women patients

respectively.
A new dining room has been provided in the basement of the Dormitory

Building for the patients occupying the new annexes.
An additional silo has been provided for the conservation of green fodder

for the dairy herd.

24
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A one-sixth mile track for training and contests has been constructed on
the athletic field.

An extension has been made to the Fire House with dormitories ac-
commodating �7 employees.

The laundry equipment has been augmented by a new washer of brass

construction with all modern improvements, a dry room tumbler, two ex-

tractors and four garment presses, all the latest creations in laundry
machinery.

Syphilodol has been introduced in the treatment of patients but not to

the extent or duration positively to determine its efficacy.
Plans are in the making for a garage of sufficient capacity to accommo-

date the automobiles at the institution and it is to be constructed of con-

crete blocks made by the patients in the Industrial Division of the Medical

Department.

NEW Yoiuc.-The most important legislation connected with the insane

is the passage of the Sage Bill which creates a Hospital Developing Com-
mission. The commission will consist of the State Engineer, Chairman of

the State Hospital Commission, State Architect, Chairman of the Senate
Finance Committee, Chairman of the Assembly Ways and Means Com-
mittee, one member of the legislature who shall also be a minority member
of one of the financial committees of the legislature, and two members to

be appointed by the governor. The commission is to examine each siteof
hospital development in the state now owned by the state or which may

later be acquired; to investigate the capacity of the present state hospital

buildings; to consider the future policy of the state in regard to the care

of the insane; to adopt a general plan of hospital development; to estimate
the probable cost of the plan; to submit a comprehensive plan for the
development of each hospital site; to recommend to the legislature each
year an expenditure equal to one-tenth of the cost of the plan when com-

pleted; and to investigate the problem of the proper care of the feeble-

minded.

The bill also carries appropriations of $99,254.85 to Utica State Hospital
for construction, with an additional authorization of $950,745.15, and
$ioo,ooo for Middletown State Homeopathic Hospital, with an additional

authorization of $269,000.

Governor Whitman has announced his intention of having every con-

demned prisoner examined by alienists at a considerable period prior to

the time set for execution. He is moved to this step on account of the

many attempts to stay the execution of condemned prisoners on the ground

of insanity. A commission has been appointed to examine the prisoners

awaiting execution in Sing Sing Prison, consisting of Drs. Chas. W. Pilgrim,

Russell F. Kieb, and George A. Smith.

-Binghamton State Hospital, Binghamton.-The new building, “Wagner

Hall,” was opened on June 16, 1917, when 40 women patients were trans-

ferred from the farm cottage, “Morningside,” heretofore occupied by
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women, to make room for men patients in that cottage, who will assist
with the work on the farm. The remainder of patients who will occupy

this new building, to the number of 250, were received by transfer from the

metropolitan district.

Contracts have been awarded for the construction and equipment of an
addition to the laundry, for which an appropriation was obtained a year

ago; the addition is nearly completed and a large part of the new equip-
ment is on the hospital premises and will be placed in position for service

in the near future.

Reconstruction of the ward known as No. 6, in the Main Building, is

now progressing and will soon be completed.
On April 25th, a public meeting in the interests of the mental hygiene

clinic connected with the hospital, was held in the City Library of Bing-
hamton. This meeting was addressed by Mr. George A. Hastings, Execu-

tive Secretary of the Committee on Mental Hygiene of the State Charities

Aid Association of New York, the Superintendent of the hospital, Dr.

Charles G. Wagner, and others. The mental hygiene clinic above re-

ferred to, was opened in the city of Binghamton on May 7, 1Q17. This
clinic is held each Monday afternoon from two to four o’clock, and a large

number of patients have availed themselves of it, thus demonstrating its

urgent need.

On May x�th, the Binghamton Academy of Medicine held a meeting at

the hospital, at which members of the hospital staff read papers and
presented cases illustrating certain psychoses.

Our summer camp for convalescent patients was opened on June 5th,

where patients from the hospital have enjoyed outings of two weeks at

a time during the summer. This camp will be occupied by patients until

weather conditions make it necessary to close it for the winter.

The graduation exercises of the school of nursing connected with the

hospital, were held in the assembly hall on the evening of June 20, 1917.

The class was addressed by Mr. Everett S. Elwood, Secretary of the State

Hospital Commission, Albany, N. Y.

On August �g, the 26th annual field meet was held on the hospital

grounds. The exercises were participated in by both patients and em-
ployees and much enjoyed by all.

-Brooklyn State Hospital, Brooklyn.-The institution is very greatly

overcrowded, but it is hoped to obtain relief at an early date. There is
under construction, and to be soon completed, a reception hospital and a
building for the care of the chronic type of patients. The reception hospital

will accommodate about 150 patients, while the building for the chronic type

will accommodate 450.

Foundations for a new store house and cold storage building have been

laid. A large number of repairs have been accomplished during the last

year. The domes of the main building have been renewed and painted. A
large quantity of flooring has been laid and a number of the wards have

been repainted.
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A number of cottages at Creedmoor are being remodelled and made ready

for occupancy, and it is expected shortly to house at least � patients at

this branch.

This hospital has been visited during the year by the State Finance

Committee, the State Hospital Development Commission and the State
Hospital Commission, and it is the concensus of opinion that the present

old building should be razed and new ones built. There is planned a new

and modern psychopathic hospital that will accommodate the needs of this

portion of Greater New York.

When plans have been consummated, this site will accommodate about

2100 patients, while at Creedmoor plans are in contemplation for about

2500 patients.

The medical service is very active at this institution. At least 51 per cent

of the cases admitted are of the feeble and exhausted type, or of the very

acute maniacal type, and are brought in on stretchers. Those who are

physically able are sent to Kings Park. The admissions here during the

year were 626.
Beginning July 1st, we organized a school for male patients and a male

instructor was appointed. It is hoped to obtain very beneficial results from

the re-education of certain cases.
In August, 1916, a social worker was appointed who has been of great

benefit to the institution and to the paroled patients. She visits all
patients who are paroled, attends the clinics, inspects environmental con-

ditions, obtains positions for recovered patients, and assists in obtaining
proper histories for the physicians.

Three outdoor clinics are held weekly, one at the Brooklyn State Hos-

pital, one at the Williamsburg Hospital on Saturdays; and one at the Long

Island College Hospital on Fridays. These clinics are of great value, as it
is through them that information is spread that is of great use to the

general public. The present census is 925; the certified capacity is 637, and
70 patients are on parole.

At the east of the institution there is an old potters’ field which has

been used for years for the burial of the poor of Kings County. This land
was turned over to the state two years ago, and it is now proposed to con-
struct buildings on this area. Therefore the Charities Department of the

City of New York was requested to remove the bodies buried there by

that department during the last two years, and several hundred bodies were

taken away during the summer.

-Manhattan State Hospital, Wards Jsland.-The two new buildings, one

for 150 men patients known as “Mabon Hall” and the other for 200

women patients known as “Keener Hall” have been completed and are
now occupied. Both buildings are used for the reception services.

During the months of April, May and June there was a serious epidemic

of typhoid fever at this hospital with a total number of 48 cases. There
were six deaths. All of these cases were confined to a group of #{243}oopatients

consisting of the chronic deteriorated classes. It was thought the infection
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was introduced by means of infected food brought by visitors to patients.

About 6� patients of the group assisted in serving or waiting in the dining

room which was common to all of them, and it has been thought that the

infection was spread through this means. The cases were all isolated in

Camp E under the care of registered nurses who were graduates of the

Training School but who had taken up private work in New York City.

These were employed to care for the patients in the camp. In addition

the New York City Health Department detailed three or four of their

nurses to assist in taking temperatures. At this time this hospital was

seriously handicapped in the way of nurses and attendants, having about

40 vacancies. The City Department of Health rendered most valuable aid

and co-operation, also the State Department of Health, in the management

of the epidemic. All patients and employees were inoculated with typhoid

vaccine and the stools of all patients in this group were examined, this

work being done at the laboratories of the City Department of Health.
All recent admissions to the hospital now are inoculated except possibly

a few who are not in physical condition to receive this treatment. It

might be mentioned here that all suitable cases are vaccinated against

smallpox at Bellevue Hospital before being transferred to this hospital.

At the end of the fiscal year (June 30, 1917) the epidemic was at an end.

However, a few weeks ago two isolated cases developed typhoid symptoms,

although they had been inoculated with the others. They came from the

group of buildings where the epidemic first started. It is a gratification
to be able to say that not one of the nurses or other employees contracted
the disease. By arrangement with the State Hospital Commission and

Dr. George A. Smith, Superintendent of the Central Islip State Hospital,

during this epidemic which was confined entirely to the women’s division,

women patients were received for six weeks or two months at Central
Islip.

This hospital is very much handicapped in usefulness in the care of
patients due to the large number of vacancies for men and women atten-
dants at the present time. It is impossible to make proper classification

and the wards that are now occupied are being managed, in regard to
nursing force, at the lowest possible limit of safety. It is understood, how-

ever, that other institutions are also having to contend with the same

difficulties.

-Middletowu State Homeopathi.c Hospital, Middletown.-Plans are
under preparation for the construction of a cottage to accommodate 30

additional patients at the Comfort Farm colony, and for a modern dairy

barn. It is expected that the barn will be constructed by the hospital
mechanics, following plans suggested by the New York State Agricultural

Department and prepared by the Department of Architecture.

An addition to the piggery is already under way.

The equipment of the hospital will be increased by a building for tuber-

cular patients, $�o,ooo being immediately available with which to begin

this work.
The new power plant has been formally accepted.
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-Rochester State Hospital, Rochester.-An addition is being constructed

to the men’s chronic and industrial building for the accommodation of 36
more patients.

A four-inch water-pipe line is being replaced by an eight-inch line which

will provide for better fire protection in the barns and other outbuildings.

Efforts to increase the yield of the farm lands during the past summer

are giving good results. In this connection 102 extra acres of farm land

located near the hospital have been worked on shares.

-Utica State Hospital, Utica.-During the past six months there has
been no new construction of importance and no extensive repairs in this

institution.
In March an epidemic of measles made its appearance in the hospital.

In all there were �6 cases and it is rather curious to note that 15 of these

were among the employees. The disease was of mild type and the epidemic

was soon controlled.
The Medical Society of the County of Oneida met at the institution in

April. Papers on psychiatric subjects were read by different members of

the staff,and several patients were presented at a clinic.
In May the hospital received a transfer of �i male patients from Man-

hattan State Hospital.

In July the recently appointed State Hospital Development Commission

met in Utica, inspected the hospital and considered various matters pre-
paratory to the construction of a new hospital on what is known as the

Marcy Site.

Overcrowding is steadily becoming more pronounced. The census has
increased something over 100 patients during the past six months and at

the present writing is 1827. The parole list averages 110.

-Willard State Hospital, Willard.-Thirty-five women patients were
transferred from the Central Islip State Hospital April ‘I, and 6� men from

the Manhattan State Hospital April 2�. A further transfer of 21 men and
21 women was made August 29.

A male patient was struck by lightning and instantly killed September 19,

while on his way from the grounds to the ward. Another patient, who

stood near him, received a severe shock and was unconscious for nearly an

hour.

The annual Field Day was held September aa, and was largely attended

by visitors from the surrounding country. There was an exhibit of prod-

ucts from the farm and garden, and articles made in the various industrial

and mechanical departments, which attracted much interest on the part of

the visitors.

The meeting of the Committee on Mental Hygiene was held at the

hospital May 4, when reports from patients at home on parole were made

by individual members.
The graduating class of the School of Nursing comprised six men and

fifteen women. A reception and dance for the class was held September 5.
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A meeting was held at the hospital, September 13, of the Hospital Dc-
velopment Commission, the State Hospital Commission and the Board of
Managers, at which time the needs of the hospital were discussed. These

include a reception hospital for acute patients; tuberculosis hospital for

45 men; new bathrooms and lavatories for the main building; employees’

home for #{243}owomen; and a water filtration plant.

-The Craig Colony for Epileptics, Sonyea.-Two one-story brick dor-

mitories of a simple type of construction, each accommodating #{243}ocolonists,

are practically completed but cannot be occupied until an appropriation is

made for furnishing these dormitories and for erecting in their vicinity an

adequate kitchen and dining-room cottage.
A low dam with retaining walls has been built in the creek adjoining the

pumping station, part of the plan to arrange so that shortly the dual water
supply system will be abolished and the entire supply obtained from

Kishaqua Creek, this supply to be softened and chemically treated for

sanitary reasons.
A cold-storage plant of modern size adjoining the Colony general store

building is about ready for occupancy.

Two large root cellars, one in the Colony garden and the other in the

main barnyard, are in the course of construction.

NORTH CAROLINA.-By recent act of the legislature there is to be but one

board of management for all of the state hospitals for the insane. A pur-

chasing committee is also created for these and other state institutions.
Appropriations have been made to the state hospitals as follows:

$200,ooo to the Hospital at Raleigh, $2oo,00o to the State Hospital at Mor-

ganton, and $125,00o to the State Hospital at Goldsboro.

NORTH DAKOTA.-A new state hospital is planned to be located at or

near Rugby in Pierce County.

-State Hospital for the Insane, Jamestown.-T here has been constructed
in the last two years a large receiving ward building with a capacity of
approximately 300 patients, thoroughly equipped with all modern facilities
for the treatment of acute cases of insanity. There is installed in this

building hydrotherapy apparatus, a modern operating room in which two

gynecological operations a week have been done, and in which building
every need of the patient is cared for. It contains toilet,bath, dining and

clothes room facilities, and is so arranged that the completed building is

virtually two buildings, inasmuch as the acute cases of mental diseases

afflicting women are handled on one side of the building and the same

mental difficultiesafflicting men are handled on the opposite side of the

building. It is not necessary for any patient who is cared for in this

building to leave its confines to have every necessity provided for. It is

possible to segregate the tuberculous patients, and the decrease in pulmonary

difficulties has been decidedly noticeable. A new office and dormitory
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building has been constructed in which the administrative work of the
institution will be transacted and the top floor of which will be occupied
by the official staff. A superintendent’s residence has been also constructed

and numerous improvements made in landscaping and beautifying the
grounds.

There have been the usual difficultiesthat all institutions are experiencing

to secure competent help for this service, and we have had to place married

couples on male wards in order to secure sufficient help to transact the

usual routine of the institution. The service has been badly crippled

because of lack of competent help. At the present time the institution

is short two physicians and approximately �o employees that would be

necessary if the full program of the institution were carried out. A number
of employees have been lost through draft and probably more will go in

the near future.

There have been no radical departures from the usual institutional

treatments for mental and nervous diseases, but the more recent investiga-
tions have been followed as closely as possible and we have tried to give the
most recent, up-to-date treatment for the relief of such difficulties. The

institution, as apparently all of the institutions in the country, is over-

crowded, not so much for lack of space to house patients as to allow of
proper classification and give to individual patients an opportunity for
special and individual care and treatment. The endeavors to make the
institution an up-to-date one in every respect will be successful with more

enlightenment on the part of the general public so that greater financial

assistance will be given. Then every opportunity will be granted for a
return to normal to all those mentally afflicted who are committed to
our care.

OHI0.-An appropriation of $2�o,ooo was made by the legislature for II

cottages at the Columbus School for the Feeble-Minded, also $a4,ooo for

their equipment, and $2�,ooo for a tuberculosis hospital.

An appropriation of $27o,ooo was made for the erection of I i cottages
at the Ohio Hospital for Epileptics at Gallipolis. No appropriation was
made for equipment.

-Massillon State Hospital, Massillon.-At the present time, Cottage

No. 4 is just about completed, and will be ready for occupation about the

first of November. This cottage will accommodate about zoo patients of

the working class. The majority will be employed in the garden. They

will have their own separate dining-room. This cottage is of the latest
construction and is fire-proof. There is also under construction a receiving

cottage which is fire-proof. It will accommodate 76 patients, and is for men

and women, the men being on the second floor. It will have an independent
heating plant, also a separate dining-room and kitchen. It has a large day

hall, dormitory and 12 separate rooms and a solarium to each floor. Also

an office, reception, examination, pack, hydrotherapy and electrotherapy
rooms. The physician in charge will live in this building. All new patients
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will be received at this cottage and a thorough examination will be given
before being placed on other wards. The plans are being drawn and will

be approved with a few days for a cottage for the tuberculous. This

cottage will accommodate about 50 patients. It will have a large porch and

be a one-story building.

O1tEG0N.-A bill was passed by the last legislature permitting the sterli-

zation of the feeble-minded, insane, epileptic, habitual criminals, degener-

ates, and perverts. The decision is in the hands of the State Board of
Eugenics, also created by the bill, which shall consist of the members of

the State Board of Health, the Superintendents of the two state hospitals,
the state penitentiary, and the State Institution for Feeble-Minded. The

right of appeal to courts from the decision of the board is given to the

subject or his guardian.

PENNSYLVANIA.-The legislature made an appropriation of $250,ooo for

the erection of a state institution for the care of inebriates. Provision is
also made for the commitment and discharge of such patients.

Another bill provides for the erection of a new state hospital east of the

Alleghany Mountains to be known as the Eastern Hospital for the Insane.

It is to be upon not more than 500 acres of land.

SOUTH CAROLINA.-State Hospital for the Insane, Columbia.-During the

past six months, the work of remodeling eight wards of the Main Building
for white female patients has progressed rapidly and is now nearing com-

pletion. This will enable a better classification of the patients as well as
provide modern sanitary buildings.

In connection with the sick ward, is a complete dietary kitchen which

serves the dual purpose of providing a place to prepare suitable food for
the sick as well as a place for the special training of the nurses.

The ward work and laboratory work has progressed satisfactorily.

Classes for the re-education of patients have been carried on under the
direction of a special teacher. Special classes have been organized for the

children who are at the hospital.

Preparation is being made to place female nurses in charge of some of

the male wards.

Field-day sports for the patients were held in September-the first time

in many years.

SOUTH DAK0TA.-By act of legislature the name of the South Dakota
Hospital for the Insane has been changed to Yankton State Hospital.

TEXAS.-The legislature has appropriated $4oo,000 to establish a new hos-

pital for the care of insane white patients to be called the Northwest Texas
Insane Asylum. The hospital is planned to accommodate iooo patients.
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VERMONT.-The last legislature created the new office of Director of

State Institutions who is to take over the work previously done by the

Board of Penal Institutions, Trustees of the State Hospital for the Insane,

and Trustees of the School for the Feeble-Minded. With the governor,

state treasurer, auditor and an additional member to be appointed by the

governor, he forms the new Board of Control. The appointment and com-
pensation of assistants in any department are subject to approval by this

board. With the chairman of the finance committee in the Senate, and of

the ways and means committee and committee of appropriations of the

House, the board is to prepare a budget to be submitted to the legislature.




